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NASA Grants $163,529 Education Award
to the Foundation

Dave Weldon, the award was secured through relevant NASA legislation. iVWe appreciate the
support we have received from NASA and Congressman David Weldon, which enables us to
honor the crew of Columbia STS-107, who sacriyced their lives for the nation and the space program,o
said Dr. Stephen Feldman, president of The AMF.

The grant has a twofold purpose. $104,677.49 of the funding reimburses The AMF for a portion of the
activities related to memorializing the crew of the Columbia STS-107, which included: the addition of
the crew membersd names to the National Space Mirror Memorial; adding a biographical wall honoring
the Columbia STS-107 astronauts; and, the Columbia Dedication Ceremony honoring the crew and
their families. Secondly, the grant includes $58,851.51 to sponsor educatorsf training courses for school
districts at The AMFGs Center for Space Education in honor of the Columbia crew. In these courses,

The AMF faculty will train teachers and technology specialists identiyed by the school district to bring
technology into the classroom for the beneyt of the children. filt is very important that we remember those
who gave the ultimate sacriyce for space exploration, and 10m pleased to support endeavors which allow
our nation to properly honor these astronauts,0 Weldon said. @

o n March 9, The AMF received a $163,529 education grant award. Initiated by U.S. Congressman

“As a living memorial to the astronauts
we honor, The Astronauts Memorial
Foundation will become a major
influence on the future of education
through the excitement of technology
and space to ensure that future
generations are prepared to face the
challenges, both on and off our celestial
home . .. The Spaceship Earth.”
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Michael D. Means, FACHE
Secretary n February 1, The AMF gave homage to the memory of the
crew of the Columbia STS-107 &Rick D. Husband, William
Board Members C. McCool, Michael P. Anderson, David M. Brown,

Major General Charles F. Bolden, Jr. (Ret.)
Kirstie McCool Chadwick
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Kalpana Chawla, Laurel Blair Salton Clark and llan Ramon &
commemorating the second anniversary of the Columbia accident. The
ceremony took place at The AMFés National Space Mirror Memorial
located at the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.

Jay F. Honeycutt The speakers at the memorial service included Kirstie McCool
Barbara E. Lawrence, Ph.D. Chadwick, sister of Columbia pilot Willie McCool and AMF board
James B. Odom member; Dr. Samuel Durrance, two-time Space Shuttle Astronaut and
Wi_"iam C. Potter executive director of Florida Space Research Institute; Jay Honeycutt,
Winston E. Scott past center director of Kennedy Space Center, former president of
RJci):ne;/vs;;sfnk Lockheed Martin Space Operations and AMF board member; Jim

Kennedy, center director of Kennedy Space Center; Captain Winston

N E. Thagard, M.D. . o
orman agar Scott, USN (Ret.), two-time Space Shuttle Astronaut, executive director

Gerald N. Tirozzi, Ph.D.
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President’s Perspective

n important
component of The
AMF mission is

to bring technology into

the classroom in order to
excite the next generation
of scientists, engineers

and astronauts. Six years
ago, the chairman of our
board of directors, Chuck
Clemente, suggested that
we create an award named
after Alan Shepard, America's yrst astronaut and former
AMF board member who had recently passed away.
Based on Chuck's suggestion, the following year we
established the Alan Shepard Technology in Education
Award to be presented annually to the teacher or school
administrator who made the greatest contribution to
educational technology in the United States.

Initially, most of the applications were from teachers
in the Southeast section of the United States. However,
as the stature of the award grew, applications now
come from all regions of the nation. In fact, the
past three winners were from Indiana, Texas, and
Massachusetts respectively. Similarly, when we yrst
started presenting the award at the National Educators
Computing Conference, the only way that we could
have it presented at the opening ceremony was to have
the presenter be Fred Haise, an Apollo 13 astronaut
and member of The AMF board.

This year when Bob Henry, our current board
chairman, suggested that we try and present the
award at the Space Symposium, hosted by the Space
Foundation, the reputation of the award was such
that the Space Foundation asked to be a co-sponsor
of the award. | will be presenting it at the opening
ceremony of this prestigious space conference and
Alan Shepard's daughter, Laura Shepard Churchley,
will join us for the event.

| believe that we have learned two lessons from this
experience. First, The AMF has continued to receive
tremendous support from its directors. In the case of the
Alan Shepard Technology in Education Award, Chuck
Clemente, Fred Haise and Bob Henry contributed
to the creation and location of the award. Second,
the reputation of The AMF and the Alan Shepard

Stephen Feldman, Ph.D.

Technology in Education Award has continued to grow,
which allows us to fulyll our educational mission and
support NASAGs efforts to attract additional students
into engineering, technology and space.

The Alan Shepard Technology in Education Award
is part of our continuing initiative to enable The
AMF to become nationally recognized as a leader
in educational technology. Jointly with NASA,
we continue to offer a program that is exclusively
designed for graduate students at Duguesne University,
and we are going to utilize a portion of a federal
earmark to honor the crew of the Columbia STS-107
by offering tuition-free training. We will continue to
expand these types of initiatives that honor our fallen
heroes and enable us to fulyll our mission. @

Fell.._

The AMF Mematrializes continued from cover...

of the Florida Space Authority, and board
member of The AMF; and Lee Solid, former
Rockwell and Boeing Company executive, and
former chairman of the board of The AMF;

While gathered to repect on a somber event in
our nationgs space history and acknowledging
NASAGs need to be vigilant when it comes
to safety, the speakers maintained a spirit of
certainty in the future of the space program.
Winston Scott said, if the space program ended
fi. . . our seven friends would have died for
nothing. But thatds not the American way. We
know that. We pick ourselves up, we regroup,
we dust ourselves off, and we push on to new
heights.0 In addition to honoring the lives of
the Columbia crew, Kirstie McCool Chadwick
and other speakers also noted the loss of the
Challenger and Apollo crews.

Briepy touching on the return to pight for
NASAGs Space Shuttle program, KSC center
director Jim Kennedy said, fil think the problem

... Continued on Page 5
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Message from the Chairman

s fellow members and supporters of the
AFoundation, I am sure that you share my

excitement and anticipation regarding
NASAGs return to space, hopefully in a matter of
weeks. Although daunting, I believe the challenge to
resume space pights has renewed and strengthened
NASAs commitment to resume the United Stateso
world leadership in constructive space exploration.
As your current AMF chairman, | can assure you
that Dr. Feldman and your other board members are
doing everything we can to proactively support and
encourage the entire NASA team as they seek to regain
momentum of our countryés space program. We must
move forward with conydence and resolve.

Two characteristics of an effective leadership
team are vibrancy and diversity, and both are in
part created by an ever-changing cast of team
members. Individuals with widely varied educational
and professional backgrounds have served as
AMEF directors over the years and helped steer the
Foundationds success. Three people join those ranks
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has been yxed,
and we are
going to see a
manifestation
of that in just
a few months,

when we py
again.o
The memorial

service Kirstie Chadwick, sister of Columbia

ttend pilot Willie McCool, and Jim Kennedy,
? endees center director of KSC, place a memo-
included rial wreath at the base of The AMF’s
many former National Space Mirror Memorial.

and current

NASA employees, KSC contractor employees,
Columbia family members, friends and tourists.
Each attendee was given a carnation to weave
into the fence surrounding the National Space
Mirror Memorial where the emblazoned names
of all fallen astronauts shine. @

this year as they step
down from our Board
of Directors. Please
join me in thanking
each of them for their
unique contributions
to the Foundation -

- most importantly the
sharing of their time
and their wisdom. |
have enjoyed working
with Chuck Clemente,
Marty Dandridge and
Jeff Orloff and look forward to their continued AMF
involvement and support.

In turn, let us welcome our newest members. Kirstie
Chadwick will bring a unique perspective to the
Foundation Board with her background in successfully
growing startup technology enterprises and her current
role as leader of UCFés Venture Lab. Likewise, in
addition to Alan Doshierds 20-year active/reserve
military career, he has also achieved an outstanding
career in the aerospace industry. You will ynd more
background information about Kirstie and Alan in this
newsletter. A warm welcome to you both!

In closing | would like to comment on the mutually
supportive relationship that has grown between our
Foundation and NASA. It was especially evident at our
recent Columbia memorial service when current KSC
Director Jim Kennedy, former directors Jay Honeycutt
and Forest McCartney, as well as other NASA ofycials
took part. 1 wish every AMF member could have been
there. Another indicator of how effectively we have
joined forces with NASA is a recent Education Grant
awarded to The AMF by NASA to fund programs that
honor our astronauts and support education in our
classrooms. It is vital to the future of The AMF that
we continue to build our partnership with NASA by
making sure we support each othersd missions in every

possible way. @

Robert K. Henry
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Foundation Transitions Board Members

N\
Kirstie Chadwick Alan J. Doshier

individuals to the board of directors. Joining The AMF are Kirstie McCool
Chadwick and Alan J. Doshier.

Kirstie Chadwick has an incredible amount of expertise in the dynamics of how
successful startup technology yrms grow and gain market share. She currently serves
in the position of Chief Operating Ofycer of the University of Central Floridads Venture
Lab. Previously, Kirstie co-founded her own software company, DigitalOwl. Prior to
that, Kirstie spent fourteen years working almost exclusively at small startup technology
companies, many based out of Silicon Valley. Her earlier career years were spent as a
software engineer at Lockheed Martin and in business development and marketing for
Sun Microsystems and Mentor Graphics. Kirstie is the sister of William McCool, the
pilot of Columbia STS-107.

Alan J. Doshier is sector vice president for the Airborne Ground Surveillance and
Battle Management Systems business area of Northrop Grummands Integrated Systems
sector. He is also the corporationds lead executive for the Space Based Radar capture
effort. Alan previously served as sector vice president of Program Operations for
Integrated Systems. Before joining Northrop Grumman, Alan was vice president of
Operations for Raytheonts Aircraft Integration Systems Segment and previously served
as vice president and general manager of Raytheonds Aircraft Systems Division and its
predecessor, E-Systems Greenville Division. Alan has over 20 years of active duty and
reserve service in the United States Navy as a cryptologic ofycer.

Completing their terms of service are Chuck Clemente, Marty Dandridge and Jeff
Orloff. The Foundation values the contributions each of these individuals has made over
the years. As a past chairman of the board, Chuck has recommended many initiatives
that advanced the mission and visibility of The AMF. Marty and Jeff generously shared
their expertise and time. While the Foundation extends its sincerest appreciation to the
outgoing board members and looks forward to their continuing advocacy on the board of
trustees, it also recognizes and thanks the current ofycers, board members and trustees
for their ongoing commitment and support. @

The Foundation is pleased to announce the addition of two highly respected
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The AMF Selects Ronald F. Dantowitz for
the 2005 (110010000000
OO0000010000oI0ooooonogimoaog

from across the nation who has made the most outstanding contribution or

exceptional accomplishment in the use of technology drew many high quality
applications. A selection committee of nationally respected leaders chose Ronald fiRono
F. Dantowitz as the person who best met the selection criteria of innovation, excellence
of education program and commitment.

Ron is the director of the Clay Center Observatory at Dexter and Southyeld Schools
located in Brookline, Massachusetts. He designed and directs the observatory, which in
two short years has enabled the Dexter and Southyeld Schools to become internationally
known for its innovative science programs and superb teaching facilities.

In particular, Ron spearheaded a collaboration between Dexter and Southyeld Schools
and Burt Rutands Scaled Composites. The project entailed producing a custom-made
portable spacecraft tracking system for ylming the X-Prize pights of SpaceShipOne. The
original goal was to provide a live, close-up video feed of the yrst commercial pight into
space for students in Boston, who would be watching the event through the observatoryds
telescopes via satellite. As a result of the very successful high-resolution images
transmitted, this historic event was televised on CNN, NBC, ABC, CBS, FOX, BBC,
NASA TV, and many other television stations around the world. According to CNN and
NBC, these images were seen by more than one billion people.

For 12 years prior to his current position, Ron was an educator at the Charles
Hayden Planetarium at the Boston Museum of Science, where he used computers and
sophisticated equipment to teach astronomy. He has worked on the use of technology in
education for almost twenty years.

The Alan Shepard Technology in Education Award will be presented to Ron by The
AMPFGs president, Dr. Stephen Feldman, in partnership with the Space Foundation and
NASA at the 21 National Space Symposium in Colorado Springs, Colorado on April
4. Joining Dr. Feldman in the presentation will be Laura Shepard Churchley, daughter
of astronaut Alan Shepard. When asked how it felt to be the recipient of this prestigious
national award, Dantowitz replied, il am honored to be the recipient of this renowned
award, and thrilled that the programs at our school have had such an impact on students
worldwide. It is a privilege to be recognized in the yeld of science education when there
are so many excellent teachers and programs available to students today.o

For more information about The Alan Shepard Technology in Education Award or
programs offered by the AMF, contact the Education Department at 321-452-2887 or
visit The AMFis Web site at www.amfcse.org.@

The AMPFGs annual quest to recognize the K-12 school or district-level educator
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