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Alan Shepard was the fi rst American to fl y in space, and one of only 
12 humans who have walked on the moon.  He was an early member 
of the Board of Directors of the Astronauts Memorial Foundation, and 
upon his death the AMF established the Alan Shepard Technology in 
Education Award to honor a K-12 educator who has made an outstanding 
contribution to educational technology.  The 2007 recipient of the award is 
Luther W. Richardson.  

The award is sponsored by the AMF, the Space Foundation, and NASA.  
It was presented Monday, April 9, during the opening ceremony of the 
23rd National Space Symposium at The Broadmoor, Colorado Springs. 
Over 7,000 registrants, guests, speakers, exhibitors, and media were in 
attendance. The four-day conference brought together all sectors of space 
- civil, commercial, and national security. Participants included senior 
executive leadership from NASA, NOAA, and other civil, space and 
government agencies; the commercial space and satellite broadcasting 
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Remembering Our Fallen Astronauts
The mission of the Astronauts Memorial Foundation is to honor and 
recognize the outstanding contributions made by members of the space 
community and honor those who have made the ultimate sacrifi ce for the 
advancement of the space program. The AMF seeks to keep them alive 
in our hearts, minds, thoughts and lives. Through services like these, the 
living memorial, as well as numerous programs, we are reminded of the 
value of technology, and also the risks we must face to achieve it. No 
great accomplishment comes without a price. We must honor those who 
lost their lives and use this as an incentive to improve in every area, and 
fi ght for the dream they lived and died for. 

In the words of William H. Gerstenmaier,                    

 òGus, Ed and Roger are not heroes because they died; they are heroes 
because they lived. They lived their ideals, and that is how we should 
remember them. We should carry their spirit forward in everything that 
we do. We should, today, not let the memories of their loss scare us, but 
give us a sound resolve to learn and improve. Though our journey may 
be hard, the reward for perseverance is the universe itself.ó

Presentation of the Alan Shepard Technology in Education Award. Left to right: Stephen Feldman, Ph.D., President and CEO of the 
Astronauts Memorial Foundation; Luther W. Richardson, award winner; Elliot G. Pulham, President and CEO of the Space Foundation.

(Continued on Page  2)



The Astronauts Memorial 
Foundation honors and me-
morializes those astronauts 
who have made the ultimate 
sacrifi ce for the space pro-
gram with the Space Mirror 
Memorial and with educa-
tional programs created in 
the Center for Space Educa-
tion.  These programs train 
educators to bring technol-
ogy to the classroom for the 

benefi t of children, and the schools that they attend.  

In recent years we have attempted to expand the edu-
cational reach of the Foundation.  The Alan Shepard 
award honors educators nationally for the innovative 
technology programs that they create.  Hopefully, the 
high visibility that we have given to the educator who 
wins this award annually will motivate other teachers 
to create and implement educational technology pro-
grams in their schools.                                     

AMF has also created its fi rst program on DVD.  The 
DVD instructs teachers and other educators how to 
produce video training in their classrooms using Adobe 
Premier Elements 3.0.  We are hopeful that it will 
reach educators in all parts of the country.                     

Simultaneously, AMF is seeking to expand its educa-
tional partnerships with other occupants of the Center 
for Space Education (CSE) in order to enhance our 
technology efforts.  We have had recent discussions 

Message from the Chair manPresident’s Perspective

The Alan Shepard Award was initiated seven years ago 
by the AMF to honor Alan Shepard, one of our fi rst 
board members as well as America’s fi rst astronaut. 
The award is now sponsored collectively by the Space 
Foundation, NASA and the AMF. The award was 
presented to Luther W. Richardson at the opening cer-
emony of the National Space Symposium in Colorado 
Springs, before 7,000 of the most prominent people in 
the space industry.  

Applications for this award are received from across 
the country. The last three recipients came from 
Georgia, Louisiana and Massachusetts. Our Board of 
Directors takes very seriously its role in establishing 
the criteria for the award and in selecting the winning 
candidate. We are cognizant of the fact that we want 
to reward and motivate educators who implement 
technology programs in aerospace or aeronautics. This 
award has become perhaps the most prestigious award 
to be presented to a K-12 educator for a space or aero-
nautics project in the United States.  

The recipient of the award is fl own to the Kennedy 
Space Center in January or February to participate in 
our annual ceremony to memorialize and honor fallen 
astronauts.  Having the recipient discuss his or her 
project on national television as a part of this ceremony 
further increases the awareness of educators, as well 
as non-educators, throughout the country of the impor-
tance of technology education as it relates to space.

This year, for the fi rst time, our winner’s project had 

fi nancial support from 
NASA through an earmark. 
In addition, our winner 
worked collaboratively 
and extensively with a 
NASA Explorer school. 
NASA Explorer schools 
support NASA curricula in 
science, math and tech-
nology in classrooms for 
grades 4 – 9.  By targeting 
underserved populations in diverse geographic loca-
tions, NASA Explorer schools bring together educa-
tors, administrators, students and families in sustained 
involvement with NASA’s education programs.  At 
the AMF, we look forward to working with Mr. Rich-
ardson’s school in Columbus, Georgia, as well as with 
other programs supported through NASA’s educational 
initiatives. 

In addition to the Alan Shepard Award, the AMF has 
launched its fi rst DVD, which is discussed in this 
newsletter. It is being marketed to schools nationally.  
It will be several months before we can measure the 
success of this project. However, it is clearly a new 
initiative, attempting to penetrate the educational mar-
ket at a national level.  These projects, as well as other 
educational partnerships, are helping the AMF fulfi ll its 
mission of honoring those astronauts who have made 
the ultimate sacrifi ce for our space program.

with NASA Education about offering NASA educa-
tional programs in the CSE and supplementing these 
programs with AMF speakers.  NASA can bring a 
broad range of educators to the Kennedy Space Center 
and train them using NASA technology.  Offering the 
programs in the CSE using additional AMF speakers 
can broaden the scope of the programs.                       
                                                                                    
We have entered into discussions with Florida Institute 
of Technology and the University of Central Florida.  
Both of these universities offer programs in the CSE 
and we are exploring the possibility of working with 
them to jointly offer technology programs or to engage 
in research for the benefi t of teachers and educators.  
Space Florida also offers educational programs at the 
CSE and we are investigating possible joint ventures 
with Space Florida, and perhaps participating univer-
sities, to further enhance our technology and space 
programs for educators.  Space Florida offers a range 
of academies designed to benefi t college students and 
attract them to the space industry.  AMF provides the 
facilities and in the future may provide some of the 
speakers or program material.  Other speakers are 
from Space Florida, NASA and UCF.                     
                                                                                    
Our ultimate intent is to bring together the educational 
efforts in the Center for Space Education to reach and 
positively impact a broader number of educators and 
students and, consequently, fulfi ll our mission of hav-
ing a living memorial for the astronauts who have sac-
rifi ced their lives for the nation and the space program.
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industry; the Department of Defense and military 
space commands; space entrepreneurs; universities 
and academia; and senior representatives from the 
global space industry.

Luther was chosen for the effectiveness and the 
impact of his work with students and teachers.  
He created and heads the Columbus NASA 
Connections program in Columbus, GA. This 
NASA earmark program combines the excitement 
of space, technology, and hands-on experiments 

to teach science and math across the curricula 
to elementary, middle, and high school students.  
The Connections program impacts over 30,000 
students across the county by using a multi-tiered 
system that includes student-initiated and directed 
nearspace experiments. 

Science and math education are further integrated 
into the program with a comprehensive system of 
teacher training and technology.  The predecessor 

(Continued on Page  7)
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to the Connections program, also founded by Mr. 
Richardson, was possibly the most successful space 
science student program in the nation, with over 20 
experiments selected for space fl ight or testing at 
NASA centers in national competitions.

For Luther W. Richardson, it is a dream attained. 
He affi rms that the Columbus NASA Connections 
Program is òbringing the spirit of exploration to 
science and math classrooms in Muscogee County 

and inspiring the next generations of explorers as 
only NASA can. The end result is a community of 
teachers and students who have gained experience 
and conþ dence using technology to do real science 
and gain a little bit of inspiration to do moreó           
    -Luther W. Richardson 

More information about the Alan Shepard 
Award, and this year’s recipient is available at 
www.amfcse.org

(2007 Alan Shepard Award - Continued from Page 1)
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AMF releases Adobe Premiere Elements 3.0
Video Training Package

On February 24, 2007 the Astronauts Memorial Foundation 
released its Adobe Premiere Elements 3.0 Video Training 
Package at the Florida Educational Technology Conference 
(FETC).

Designed to explore the world of, and increase skills in, 
editing and compilation of videos, Adobe® Premiere® 
Elements 3.0 opens the door to a whole new world of 
possibilities for the ambitious video editor. Creating 
professional movies for DVD, the Web or mobile phones 
typically requires highly developed skills. With the AMF’s 
new Video Training Package, gaining those skills has never 
been easier. 

Part of the AMF’s mission is the desire to enhance the quality and availability of education to all. The 
òAlan Shepard Awardó and the òComputers for Education Programó are testimonies to this goal. The new 
DVD training package opens up a whole new dimension to exploring the world of technology.

Much credit goes to its authors, AMF instructors, Gene T. Tavares and Walt Jaworski, whose insight and 
fortitude brought this production to a reality. 

òWhat I am most pleased about is the fact that the quality of our DVD Video Training Series meets the high 
demands we have placed on our classroom instruction over the last 12 years. Without question, this product 
will help educators develop videos, teach video editing, and contribute to inspiring K-12 students.ó 
                     ð Gene T. Tavares

In designing the package, the AMF instructors have taken great care to facilitate erudition. Packages 
are available for individual students, for individual teachers (to be an instructional tool and educational 
supplement in classrooms), and for classrooms (both 10-user and 25-user versions).

The system combines dynamic elements to deliver valuable instruction. It includes: 

l   A Course Manual with Instructor Notes - designed to provide a basic outline of study, as well as be a 
succinct textbook.

l   An Interactive CD - containing a PDF Presentation of the Course Manual and a DVD 3.0 Clips folder 
with sample video and audio fi les. This “virtual textbook” allows the AMF’s instructors to deliver lectures 
via video segments, especially in cases of topics where the teacher may lack confi dence teaching.

l   An Instructional DVD - both a virtual classroom and an interactive training tool. With chapters arranged 
into scene selections, topics are easily located. Students can explore sections at their own pace, fast forward 
and rewind segments, or pause a session to resume later.

So far, several sponsors have expressed interest in promoting the package. At the forefront of these, 
is JourneyEd – an established educational reseller, dedicated to providing students with software and 
educational tools at discounted prices. CCV Software, a 25-year-old educational software reseller, also 
offers the package, while Adobe is considering cross-promoting it with their software.

Persons interested in learning more can visit http://www.journeyed.com or 
http://www.ccvsoftware.com and type in òastronautó in the search engine.

Saturday, January 27, marked the 40th anniversary 
of the Apollo I tragedy. On January 27, 1967, a 
fl ash fi re occurred in the command module during a 
launch pad test of the Apollo I space vehicle, killing 
all three astronauts on board.

As a memorial of that fateful day, the Astronauts 
Memorial Foundation (AMF) held a ceremony to 
honor and remember the crew of Apollo I, as well 
as the other astronauts lost over time in the space 
program. The ceremony was held at the Kennedy 
Space Center at the base of the National Space 
Mirror Memorial. 

The ceremony was a fi tting tribute to Lt. Col. Virgil “Gus” Ivan Grissom, a veteran of Mercury and 
Gemini missions; Lt. Col. Edward Higgins White, II, the astronaut who had performed the fi rst United 
States extravehicular activity during the Gemini program; and Lt. Commander Roger Bruce Chaffee, an 
astronaut preparing for his fi rst space fl ight. All three astronauts died in this, NASA’s fi rst major tragedy. 
Their names have been engraved into the granite of the National Space Mirror Memorial to be a lasting 
symbol of honor and remembrance.

Members of the public, the AMF Board of Directors and Trustees, NASA offi cials, Space Florida 
representatives and corporate leaders attended the ceremony. By far the greatest honor, however, was the 
presence of 40 family members of the astronauts. We must not forget that these brave astronauts were also 
sons, husbands, brothers, parents, and leaders of our community. Their families feel the loss every day, and 
yet they remain in steadfast faith and support of space missions. 

The Apollo I tragedy has helped improve the technology involved in preparing spacecraft, and has been 
instrumental in preventing such future tragedies. This has played a great role in the eventual success of the 
lunar mission.

òIf we had not had that þ re and rebuilt the command module... we could not have done the Apollo program 
successfullyó declared retired astronaut John Young, who fl ew in Gemini 3 with Grissom in 1965. òSo we 
owe a lot to Gus, and Roger, and Ed. They made it possible for the rest of us to do the almost impossibleó 
continued Young.

The Astronauts Memorial Foundation’s President, Dr. Stephen Feldman, was present to lead the service. 
The speakers included:
l   Mick Ukleja, Ph. D., Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the AMF
l   Lowell Grissom, brother of the late Lt. Col. Virgil I. òGusó Grissom, Commander of Apollo I
l   Faith Freeman Johnson, daughter of the late Theodore Freeman, killed in the T-38 jet training   
     accident at Ellington Air Force Base
l   Capt. John W. Young, Gemini, Apollo and Shuttle astronaut and spacecraft commander 
l   Col. Walter Cunningham, lunar module pilot on Apollo 7
l   Kathy Brandon, winner of the 2006 Alan Shepard Technology in Education Award
l   William H. Gerstenmaier, NASA Associate Administrator for Space Operations
l   William W. Parsons, Center Director of Kennedy Space Center
l   William Potter, AMF Chairman of the Board 

AMF Holds Ceremony to mark 
the 40th Anniversary of Apollo I

(Continued on Page 5)
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The Community Band of Brevard played live before the ceremony began. After the Patrick Air Force 
Base Honor Guard presented the colors, the band played the national anthem. As the melodic sound fi lled 
the air, it was mixed with a bittersweet feeling of pride for the great accomplishments and sorrow for the 
great sacrifi ce made in pursuit of man’s exploration of space.

Dr. Mick Ukleja gave a moving invocation. In his address he declared, òToday we are here to not only 
remember, but show our gratitude for those who made the ultimate sacriþ ce for us. But we are also here 
to celebrate lives that were well lived.ó

The other speakers were equally sentimental in sharing personal memories of the crew of Apollo 1. They 
remembered their hopes, dreams, their understanding of the risks involved in space exploration, and their 
immense dedication, nonetheless, to its advancement. They also recalled the anxieties felt on that fateful 
day 40 years ago, and the circumstances leading up to the fi nal moment when Apollo I was lost. The 
speakers recognized the achievements gained through this tragic loss.
 
In his address, William Parsons noted, òThose losses did not create a sense of hopelessness. As a result of 
the tragedy, we recognize that constant diligence is what we owe each other. We are inspired to continue 
pressing forward safely and ambitiously, making every opportunity to learn, grow, and never give up on 
the mission we have embraced and believed in.ó

In another moving address, Faith Johnson, daughter of Theodore Freeman, shared her earliest memories 
of her father, the sadness she felt at the loss, and her struggle to come to terms with it. However, it is not 
sorrow that dominates her life, but faith. Seeing her father’s name etched into the National Space Mirror 
Memorial gives her a sense that he is not lost, but is forever with us. Johnson expressed, òWhen I come 
here and I see his name, I think, ôOh! Yes, there you are, I see you! And when I look up at the moon and I 
know that was his dream, to get to the moon, I also say, ôOh! There you are! It always gives me strength.ó 
As if in recognition of this, as the sun rose over the national living memorial during the ceremony, its 
rays striking the etched names, emblazoning them on the granite surface.

The ceremony was marked with a special touch. Roses were distributed to attendants, as well as to 
visitors to the Kennedy Space Center throughout the day, to be placed at the memorial. Martha Chafee, 
widow of Roger Chafee, and Ed White’s son, Edward H. White III, along with NASA Associate 
Administrator Bill Gerstenmaier, laid a wreath at the base of the memorial.

(Apollo I Ceremony - Continued from Page 3)

We will never forget...

ñWhen we left this planet to explore 

another body in the universe, we em-

barked on manôs greatest adventure.ò 

- Col. Walter Cunningham

ñWe pause with our NASA family and the nation to remem-

ber not only the lost crew members of Apollo, but the men 

and women of Challenger, and Columbia, and all those who 

lost their lives in the quest to explore.

They were our family, our friends, our colleagues, and it is 

necessary that we remember and honor their sacriý ce, not 

just every year, but every day as we go about the critical 

work performed to send heroes to explore our universe.ò    

                      - William W. Parsons

ñSpace exploration is inherently 

risky, and our mission is extremely 

complex, but we have been so 

moved by their lives, we continue to 

explore.ò  

                        - William W. Parsons

ñThose losses did not create a 

sense of hopelessness. As a result 

of the tragedy, we recognize that 

constant diligence is what we owe 

each other. We are inspired to 

continue pressing forward safely 

and ambitiously, making every op-

portunity to learn, grow, and never 

give up on the mission we have 

embraced and believed in.ò 

    - William W. Parsons

ñThey made it possible for the rest 

of us to do the almost impossible 

lunar landing missions.ò

 - Capt. John W. Young

ñWe loved þ ying airplanes, and we 

loved riding rockets. Thatôs how Gus, 

Ed, and Roger felt.ò 

- Capt. John W. Young


